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Abstract 
Objective: How are students using our library spaces? 
• Collect evidence to inform future space planning and renovations 
• What works? What does not work? What is needed? 
• Physical spaces must meet the needs of a 21st century student. 
Document Type 
Undergraduate Project 
Department 
Sociology 
Professor's Name 
David Baronov 
Keywords 
library space assessment, library space, space, assessment, library, poster, graphs, charts, data, research 
Subject Categories 
Sociology 
Comments 
Poster presented the St. John Fisher College Student Scholarship and Creative Work Symposium on April 
28, 2017. 
View additional Library Space Assessment presentation here. 
This undergraduate project is available at Fisher Digital Publications: https://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/sociology_undergrad/
1 
QU ICK  START ( con t . )  
 
How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 
 
How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-
formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu.  
 
 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements. 
 
How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns.  
You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 
 
Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created. 
 
How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 
 
How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master. 
 
Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 
 
Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. If 
you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof for 
your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for before 
noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that same 
day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information. 
 
Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
©	2013	PosterPresenta/ons.com	
				2117	Fourth	Street	,	Unit	C									
					Berkeley	CA	94710	
				posterpresenter@gmail.com	
(—THIS SIDEBAR DOES NOT PRINT—) 
DES I G N  G U I DE  
 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics.  
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 
to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
 
When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
 
Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
 
 
QU ICK  START 
 
Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 
that is more comfortable to you.  
 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 
 
Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text.  
 
TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s). 
 
 
 
 
Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   
 
TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page. 
 
Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well.  
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RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2015 
www.PosterPresentations.com 
Objec>ve:	How	are	students	using	our	library	spaces?	
•  Collect	evidence	to	inform	future	space	planning	and	
renova/ons	
•  What	works?	What	does	not	work?	What	is	needed?	
•  Physical	spaces	must	meet	the	needs	of	a	21st	century	student.		
Research	Ques>on	and	Introduc>on	
Sea>ng	Sweeps:	Spring	2016	
•  3	/mes/day,	2	non-consecu/ve	weeks	
•  Recorded	ac/vity	and	personal	items	(e.g.,	cell	phone,	
headphones,	talking,	group	work,	etc.)	
•  Anyone	in	the	library	
•  Recorded	by	library	staﬀ	ﬂoor	by	ﬂoor	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
Focus	Groups:	Spring	2017	
•  ~	1	hour	sessions	
•  2	sets	of	ques/ons:	undergraduate,	graduate	
•  Student	run	sessions	–	no	library	staﬀ	or	faculty	inﬂuence	
•  Par/cipants	(N=41)	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Survey:	Spring	2017	
•  Development	based	on	common	focus	group	responses	
•  Gi\	card	incen/ve		
•  Created	using	Qualtrics	
•  Piloted	with	small	groups	of	students	
•  To	boost	response	rate,	emails	sent	through	SG	
•  Anonymity	with	survey	
•  Distributed	only	to	undergraduates	
•  N=2948	(11%	response	rate,	319	respondents)	
Methods	
IRB	approval	numbers:	3626-102016-11	(focus	groups	&	survey)	and	
3536-021816-08	(sea/ng	sweeps)		
Sea>ng	Sweeps:	
•  Flexible	furniture	–	students	sat	1	to	a	table	that	would	normally	sit	at	least	2	
•  Technology	–	mul/ple,	simultaneous	device	usage	–	calculators,	tablets,	laptops,	phones,	
computers;	high	use	of	outlets	
•  Collabora/ons	–	group	work	around	one	computer,	rather	than	group	work	sta/ons	
•  Mix	of	“seiling	in”	and	on-the-go	ac/vity	
 
Focus	groups:	
•  Most	common	uses	for	the	library:	
•  Studying	
•  Computer	use/prin/ng	
•  Work	on	group	projects	
•  Services	and	features	that	students	like	about	the	library:	
•  Interlibrary	loan	
•  Librarians	and	research	desk	
•  Group	work	tables	with	TV	screens	
•  Services	and	features	that	students	would	like	the	library	to	add:	
•  Stress	relief	room	
•  Extended	hours	
•  More	study	rooms	on	the	quiet	ﬂoor	
 
Survey:	
•  Monday	–	Thursday	and	Finals	Week	are	popular	/mes	
•  Academic	ac/vi/es	are	primary	focus	
•  Academic	ac/vi/es	are	highly	tech-oriented	or	collabora/ve	
•  Quiet	ﬂoor	is	most	u/lized	
•  Lower	level(basement)	is	underu/lized	
•  Popular	responses	to	“I	think	the	library	needs…”	:	
•  More	quiet	rooms	
•  Nap	pods/stress	relief	rooms	
•  Outlets	
•  Air	condi/oning	
Findings	and	Conclusions	 Limita>ons	
Recommenda>ons	
•  Small,	incremental	changes:	
•  New,	more	smaller	tables	on	upper	level	
•  Updated	sea/ng	op/ons		
•  Promote	available	spaces	
•  Large	scale	changes:		
•  Priori/ze	in	Campus	Master	Plan	
•  More	outlets	(60.7%)	
•  New	HVAC	(57.6%)	
•  Grab	‘n	Go	Foods	(59.8%)	
•  More	ligh/ng	(natural	and	task)	
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Library	Space	Assessment	
•  Sea>ng	Sweeps:	
•  Mul/ple	recorders’	interpreta/ons		
•  Focus	Groups:	
•  Low	graduate	par/cipa/on	
•  Survey:	
•  Not	a	random	sample	(focus	groups	target	
popula/ons)	
•  Graduate	popula/ons	excluded	(low	
par/cipa/on	in	focus	groups)	
•  Excluded	demographics	(diﬀeren/a/on	
between	commuters/residents)	
 
What	we	learned	
•  Research	method	techniques:	
•  Lead	focus	groups	
•  Survey	design	and	set-up	
•  Publica/on:	conference	and	paper	proposal,	presenta/on	
•  Ins/tu/onal	Review	Board/	CITI	training		
Focus	Group	Par/cipants	
Freshmen	 Sophmores	 Juniors	 Seniors	 Masters	 Doctoral	
Ques/on:	What	updated	features	in	the	library	are	most	
important	to	you?	
More	Nature	(e.g.,	plants)	 Updated	Wall	Color	 More	Windows	 Updated	Carpe/ng	 Updated	Ligh/ng	
0	 50	 100	 150	 200	 250	
More	quiet	rooms	(soundproof)	
Stress	relief	room	with	nap	pods/	massage	chairs/	stress	
relieving	ac/vi/es	
Outlets/tables	with	outlets	
Grab	'n	Go	foods	
Fans	and	air	condi/oning	
Extended	hours	
Lounge	chairs	
More	tables	
Study	chairs	
I	think	the	library	needs...	(check	all	that	apply)	
Column2	 Column1	 Series	1	
